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Newday and Parker Hospital Hold 6th Annual
Christmas Store   »  “Remember, choose what you
need; not what you want.” These words, which held this
family’s story, were spoken by a dad to his three young
daughters as they completed the check-in process for

Newday’s 6th Annual Christmas Store, December 3-6. The
three excited, little girls stepped into the magic of the The
Christmas Store, while dad, with tears running freely down
his face was escorted to the parent room. He was warmly
welcomed and offered a hot drink and homemade cookies,
while he waited gratefully for his daughters to “shop.”

   The Christmas Store, a partnership between Newday SDA
Church, Parker Adventist Hospital and Parker Hospital
Foundation provides a Christmas experience for families who
don’t typically qualify for other holiday services in our
community, but who also would not otherwise have
Christmas. We partner with 12 public schools in our
community to identify these families. Once they arrive at the
Christmas Store, wide-eyed and excited children are paired
with a personal shopper to choose from a variety of
appealing gifts for every member of their household,
including themselves. Once gifts are selected, the child,
along with his/her personal shopper, goes to a wrapping
station to choose wrapping paper for each gift. Children are
then escorted as a family to their parents and accompanied
to their cars by a Christmas Store volunteer, who offers to
help carry the bags of wrapped gifts.

Friday, December 15, 2017

"Human rights
are not a privilege
conferred by government.
They are every human
being's entitlement 
by virtue of
his humanity." 
               -- Mother Teresa
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   In addition to blessing these families, the Christmas Store
has become an experience in which the Parker community
comes together to serve. Organized by Newday, the nearly
200 volunteers needed to operate The Christmas Store
come from Newday, Parker Adventist Hospital, Parker
Hospital Foundation, Parker Police Department, and Parker
Chamber of Commerce.
   Lisa Engelkemier, one of the pastors at Newday
commented, “The Christmas Store doesn’t claim to solve all
the problems our families face at Christmas time, but it does
take the edge off this challenging season and reminds
families they are not alone, there is good in the world, and
they live in a community that cares.”
[Lisa Engelkemier]

Wiser Generation Banquet Held Boulder
Adventist Church   »  For the second year in a row,
Boulder Adventist Church held a “Wiser Generation Banquet”
to honor those over the age of 55 in our church and local
community. Thirty- nine guests attended this year on
December 10, including both church members and local
friends from the Mapleton Hill neighborhood where the
church is located. Pastor Japhet De Oliveira and his wife,
Becky, used to hold a similar holiday banquet when they
were the youth leaders at Newbold College Church in
England. “It was a lot of fun,” Becky recalls. “I would cook all
the food myself—with the help of a dozen or so teenagers
who also acted as waiters. The intergenerational bonds it
created were fantastic!” Pastor Japhet observes that “There
is such a great emphasis on young people anymore. I think
it’s nice to pay some attention to those who are no longer
‘spring chickens,’ but who nevertheless do so much to keep
everything going. They are amazing!”
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   The Boulder Church Wiser Generation Banquet has not yet
incorporated the local youth as chefs or servers—although
that might change in future years. Food and service for the
past two banquets have been provided by noted Boulder
catering service Spice of Life. Pastor Japhet brings
Christmas crackers and English sweets back from his annual
pre-holiday visit to his parents, and Becky opens the party
with what she calls a “speech.” Many of the participants refer
to it as “a stand up comedy act.” Very little entertainment is
needed—everyone is delighted to chat around the tables
with old friends and new acquaintances—but Boulder
Chamber Orchestra, which performs several concerts each
year at the church, offers a quartet of musicians to provide
thirty minutes of beautiful music. No one seems to object!
   Keith McLachlan  says, “I love the way a very busy church
schedule takes time to make the older generation feel
special. Everything was very carefully planned for a fun
evening. Thank you very much!” Becky Carlisle said, “Such a
lovely evening. Elegant, delicious food and wonderful
entertainment. A beautiful Christmas gift.” Rebecca Trafton
added, “For me it was the first Christmas party of the season
and it captured the very best of the holiday season for me—
friends new and old, music, good food, holiday decorations,
a bit of nonsense and a lot of fairy glitter, and some words
wry and wise, some thoughts deep and provocative.”
[Text and photo by Becky De Oliveira] 

Porter Adventist Hospital: An 87-year legacy  » 
The Porter Adventist Hospital legacy began 87 years ago
when Henry Porter recognized the value in holistic health
care after receiving treatment at two Seventh-Day Adventist
sanitariums. His experiences at these sanitariums changed
his life and the face of health care in Denver forever.
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   The treatment he received in both facilities was unlike
anything he had experienced before. Even more remarkable
was a letter Henry received from the bookkeeping clerk at
the Paradise Valley Sanitarium. The clerk sent an apology for
overcharging Mr. Porter and enclosed a $0.45 refund check.
   The care he received left such an impact on him that he
became committed to opening a similar facility in Denver.
Founded in 1930, Porter Adventist Hospital (PAH) has
provided people throughout Denver and surrounding
communities with compassionate, personalized health care.
   Today, PAH is an award-winning regional medical center
that specializes in advanced surgery, complex medicine and
life-saving emergency care. PAH is a full-service Magnet®
designated, 368-bed acute-care referral center and a leader
in joint replacement, spine surgery, organ transplant,
behavioral health, cancer care and innovative cardiac
treatments. The hospital has received numerous awards and
honors including: 100 Greatest Hospitals in America by
Becker's Hospital Review for three years in a row (2015-
2017); the number two hospital in the state by U.S. News
and World Report; Healthgrades Distinguished Hospital
Award-Clinical Excellence™ for three years in a row (2015-
2017); as well as many others.
   PAH is well known for the distinctive services provided to
patients throughout the Rocky Mountain Region. The
accredited cancer program offers standard comprehensive
services, PET-CT diagnostic scanning, advanced radiation
therapy, genetic counseling, complimentary therapies and
more. The Porter Center for Joint Replacement is one of the
largest programs in the region and has an international
reputation for research and surgical excellence. PAH’s
transplant program has performed more than 2,000 organ
transplants, including kidney, kidney/pancreas and liver
transplants, since its inception in 1986. The award-winning,
full-service Heart and Vascular Institute offers
comprehensive care from screenings and diagnostics to
minimally invasive heart surgery.



   The vision at Porter Adventist Hospital is to embody "the
best of science and spirit," a mission that is proudly
displayed to the community. The team’s primary focus is
nursing excellence, but their journey also reflects
transformational leadership, shared governance and
teamwork, exemplary professional practice, use of new
knowledge, innovation and research to achieve exceptional
outcomes in patient care. 
[Chrissy Nicholson; photo by Rajmund Dabrowski]

Campion: In Service to the Community  »   Ten 
members of the Men's Dorm headed to Simpson Ponds on
December 3 to clean up trash around the ponds in response
to the Men's Dorm focus on looking out for others.. 
   Their dorm discussions have explored what "looking out for
others" means and have led to upper class men looking out
for lower class men, and all Campion's young men looking
out for our community.

  The guys had positive interactions with folks who were
there fishing, and the regional Division of Parks and Wildlife
officer expressed gratitude to the Campion young men for
their selfless work.
  "I really enjoyed getting out in the community and focusing
on helping others rather than myself. I find that doing acts of
service fills me with selfless joy," said one participant.
   The students plan to continue encouraging their fellow
students to look out for others rather than themselves, so
more types of community service would be a good bet.
[RMCNews with Jim Hughes; photo by Jim Hughes]

Vista Ridge Academy's Sandy Hepp
Commissioned  »   Sandy Hepp, kindergarten teacher
and director of the early childhood program at Vista Ridge
Academy, was commissioned at Boulder Adventist Church
last Sabbath, December 9. 



    Commissioning is the highest honor the Adventist church
gives to teachers in ministry. Sandy's goal is “for each
student to find their own personal friendship with Jesus, and
to know they are uniquely created by design and claim God
as their Father.”
   "It was a great honor to recognize Sandy Hepp with a
Commissioning service in her home church, Boulder
Adventist Church. Sandy represents a Master teacher and it
is not only her professionalism, dedication and years of
service, but her love for Jesus that is reflected in her love for
her students," commented Diane Harris, RMC associate
superintendent of education.
   Sandy is the third commissioned teacher at Vista Ridge
Academy. She began teaching at VRA for the 2014-2015
school year. After attending Brighton Adventist Academy and
graduating from Campion Academy, she obtained a dental
assisting certification with EDDA. She always wanted to be a
teacher, she remembers, and continued her interest in
childhood education by getting an early childhood director
certification. Sandy used her extensive knowledge and
professional skills to benefit Brighton, Vista Ridge, and other
RMC schools for the past twenty years.
     "The Commissioning service is a special recognition of
service and dedication to Adventist education," Sandy
Hodgson, VRA principal, said.
      "Ms. Sandy makes me happy when she plays games with
me, and I'm happy that she taught me how to read," Renee
Cline, a Kindergarten student, said about her teacher.
[RMCNews with Marsha Bartulec; photo by Marsha Bartulec:
Sandy is pictured with VRA principal Sandy Hodgson, RMC
associate superintendent of education Diane Harris, and
RMC vice president for education Lonnie Hetterle]



We Are Not Immune and It Is Time to Come
Clean  »   The world does not hold the corner market on
sexual abuse, although news headlines of late would make it
appear so. The fact is, the Church has a very real--and
prevalent--problem with sexual abuse; by its members and
by its leaders. Hence the new label #ChurchToo. I'm taking it
a step farther and starting a new label, #SDAChurchToo.
Why? Because for years I have heard the response, "this is
a Catholic problem, you should be talking to them," or "this
doesn't happen in the Seventh-day Adventist Church!" Oh,
my friends, yes, it certainly does! It happens
in every denomination and faith community, including our
own. 
   Truthfully, I had never heard of clergy sexual abuse (a term
meaning abuse by someone in the role of spiritual authority,
whether in a paid position, such as a pastor or teacher, or in
a lay/volunteer position, such as an elder, deacon, etc.) until
after my pastor sexually abused me and then God led me
and my husband on a journey of healing, followed by
advocating for others who had gone through similar
experiences. Yet, even though I had never heard the term
before that (it is often mislabeled as an "affair"), I had
encountered clergy sexual abuse in various ways. My guess
is that you have too, whether you recognized it as such at
the time or not. 
   There was the well known and beloved popular pastor
(now deceased) who was giving me Bible studies in
preparation for baptism when he was accused of "kissing" a
student at the college. He denied the claims. He started his
own ministry and, believing that he had been falsely
accused, we followed him. Years later, we learned the truth--
there were multiple victims of his sexual abuse and it went
far beyond kissing. 
   There was the pastor-turned-counselor who decided he
wanted a different woman after decades of being married to
the mother of his children. He sought counsel, asking what
his "blind spot" was, yet he didn't listen to counsel. He
followed his own lustful inclinations, divorced his wife and



married someone over whom he had spiritual authority, as
well as being her boss. [More Here]

PRAYER CORNER

TEN DAYS OF PRAYER
Every new year starts with an opportunity to deepen our walk
with Jesus through prayer!  Ten Days of Prayer for 2018 is
"officially" January 10-20, and the focus will be on "A Prayer
Experience With Our High Priest."  Incredible resources and
ways to do 10 days of prayer at your church can be found
at www.tendaysofprayer.org.  Some churches do the 10 days
as a conference call - others gather every night. Whatever
way works best for your church, please, join in and be
blessed! ALSO - If you cannot do the January dates, you are
welcome to use the materials any 10 days throughout the
year!!! Check it out - Let's PRAY! 
January 6 - First Quarter Day of Prayer and Fasting
The first Sabbath of every new quarter is designated as a
day of prayer and fasting.  The focus for our first day of
prayer/fasting is "Interceding for our Families," and you will
find GREAT resources at www.revivalandreformation.org.  If
the first Sabbath is not the best for you, why not try another
Sabbath? You'll be blessed!  Let's PRAY!

   ANNOUNCEMENTS

the One project »   The final gathering of the One project
will be held at the Town and Country Resort in San Diego
February 11, 12. This grand finale promises to be a unique
and moving experience.
   RMC President Ed Barnett commented, "I get excited
about programs in our church that really focus on Jesus.
Those who attended the gatherings--and several of our
church members went to more than one--have shared with
me how valuable, biblically-anchored, and affirming they
were for them as Seventh-day Adventists. The San Diego
gathering is last, but still offers a chance for our RMC
members to participate. They will be blessed, I am sure." 

http://www.rmcsda.org/news_entries/6457
http://www.tendaysofprayer.org/
http://www.revivalandreformation.org/


   No recordings will be made of this gathering, and since it
will include an open session for everyone to share thoughts
and experiences, we anticipate that it will be challenging and
refreshing. According to Japhet De Oliveira, senior pastor of
the Boulder Adventist Church, and co-founder of the One
project, "We invite speakers and participants alike to
proclaim "Oh, How I Love Jesus!" Register at
www.the1project.org before December 31 for the best prices.
Prices increase January 1 and the gathering is likely to sell
out.

Pastor Ed Gallagher »  Ed Gallagher, known to many
church members in the Rocky Mountain Conference, passed
away December 5 in New Zealand. He held several positions
at Rocky Mountain Conference, including communication
director and prayer coordinator. Our sympathies go to his
wife Betty and family.

Revelation Speaks Peace Volunteers Needed
»  Join us in equipping the world for Christ to come. The
series begins January 5 and runs through February 3, 2018.
To volunteer, click here for a volunteer form which can be
emailed to ericn@rmcsda.org.

Rice for Iraq »  The Student Association at Mile High
Academy is currently collecting rice to feed refugees in Iraq
through Adventist Help. The Student Association’s goal is to
raise 40,000 pounds of rice. With the help of our churches,
we are hoping to reach this goal by the end of January. We
are in the process of buying and cleaning out shipping

http://www.the1project.org/
https://www-rmcsda-org.netadvent.org/admin/articles/revelation-speaks-peace-volunteer-form/edit?status=draft


containers that Adventist Help can use to store water once
the rice is taken out of it. The school has currently collected
over 3,000 pounds and is expecting to receive more soon.
   If your church is willing, we would love your help. If each
church collected 5,000 pounds of rice we can easily reach
our goal. Any collections that are made at the churches, our
Student Association is willing to pick up and transport to the
school for shipping. If you have any questions, feel free to
contact Agape Hammond at 303-607-4915.

Boulder Church  »  It's nice to enter the Christmas
season with a feeling of peace. You may be wondering how
such a thing is even possible, given the frenzied activities
leading up to the holidays: shopping, cooking, traveling,
finishing work assignments, taking final exams, writing
papers, fulfilling a long list of social obligations. Take a
moment to breathe--and to re-center your relationship with
God for the holidays and the coming new year--by taking part
in the communion service at Boulder Adventist Church this
Sabbath, December 16. The ordinance of foot-washing
begins at 9 a.m. Plan to stay for Bible study classes
beginning at 11 a.m. to explore the themes uncovered in the
current sermon series, "What Child is This?"

La Vida Mission »  Partner with La Vida Mission in
helping our Navajo friends!  An anonymous donor is
matching all donations from new donors to La Vida Mission
from now until December 31, 2017. If you have not donated
to the mission before or you know someone who has not
donated before, please spread the word. That donation will
be matched this month only.  You can donate securely online
by going to http://lavidamission.org and click on the donation
button or call 505-786-5539 (with a credit card number) or
send a check to La Vida Mission, PO Box 3308, Farmington,
NM 87499 and be sure it is postmarked by December 31 to
get the match. Thank you for partnering with us to help the
underprivileged children of the Navajo Nation find Jesus and
live a better, healthier life. La Vida Mission is a 501(c)3 non-
profit and your donations are tax deductible.

Discovery Mountain Returns With All-New
Holiday Episodes »  An all-new season of the Voice of
Prophecy’s Discovery Mountain audio adventure series for
kids has begun. This special six-part holiday season is called
"The Perfect Gift," and it will immediately be followed by
Season 4, which means there will be new weekly episodes
through the end of July 2018!
   Discovery Mountain recently won the Award of Excellence

http://lavidamission.org/
tel:(505)%20786-5539


as well as a Best in Class Award at the Society of Adventist
Communicators. While Jean Boonstra has designed this
Bible-based program for kids ages 5-12, people of all ages
have been enjoying it, so anyone who’s a "kid at heart" is
invited to listen.
   Stream the audio and enjoy behind-the-scenes videos and
bloopers at discoverymountain.com, or download the first
three seasons from your favorite podcast platform, such as
iHeartRadio (just added!), iTunes, Google Play, AudioVerse,
TuneIn and SoundCloud. It’s perfect for long drives too!

Sign up to Receive The Daily Walk »  The Daily Walk
is a continuing seven-day Bible study course built around the
sermons at  Boulder Adventist Church. The Daily Walk offers
an opportunity to connect with the Scriptures daily. To sign
up for The Daily Walk online, go to:
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/r/F60BDC64AEAA7A5A.

Lighthouse Christian School »  To Adventist schools
around the world, we want YOU in our school's International
Christmas program! Watch this video, and read the
comments for details. We want your school to make a short
video for us and our students want to interview you for a
report in our program. Help us create a truly international
"Christmas Around the World" program. Together, we are
one family, and we want to celebrate that.

HMS Richards School »  The students of HMS
Richards Pre-K through 4th Grade invite you to participate in
their project-based learning service project for Campion
Church. They are developing a prayer garden and can use
your help.  If you are interested in helping sponsor this
project, please make donations out to

http://discoverymountain.com/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/r/F60BDC64AEAA7A5A


HMS for PBL Prayer Garden and send to:
HMS Richards School
Attention: Prayer Garden
342 42nd Street SW
Loveland, CO 80538
Or, you can donate online at www.campionchurch.org and
mark it Prayer Garden.  This project will take a few years to
be fully developed, but plans include terraced flowers,
benches, stone paths, gazebo, fountain, and a prayer box.
Phase One includes a bench and a prayer box. We want this
to be a special blessing for the church, campus, and
community for many years to come!

Campion's Study Abroad Trip »    Reserve your spot
now for the study-abroad trip to Spain next summer! 
Improve your language skills and earn college credits while
immersing yourself in the beautiful and historical Spanish
culture. The deadline for the initial down payment
(chaperone fee) is due December 18. A minimum number of
students must confirm and pay by December 18 in order to
make this trip a reality -- so don't delay!  Please email Jill
Harlow at  jill.harlow@campion.net for more information. 

Become a Warrior for
Campion »    Our mission
at Campion Academy is to
bring young people into our
school family and not only
educate them for the future,
but train them as disciples
for Christ.  We cherish our
students deeply at Campion

https://maps.google.com/?q=342+42nd+Street+SW+%0D+Loveland,+CO+80538&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.campionchurch.org/
mailto:jill.harlow@campion.net


and want nothing but the best for their futures.
   However, we cannot do this alone - we need your help! 
Warriors for Campion is a new campaign geared toward
raising money for our Worthy Student Fund that goes to give
students who cannot afford full tuition financial help.  As a
Warrior for Campion, we are asking for a pledge of $100 a
month for the two years or $1,000 per year for the next two
years.
   In raising this money, you will be guaranteeing that
students and staff will be able to remain at Campion
Academy and continue to grow in Christ.
   Do you want to become a Warrior for Campion?  Please
click here to learn more!  Deadline: February 1, 2018

Cookbook Benefitting Lighthouse School »   Eric
Aakko, husband of Lighthouse teacher Jodie Aakko,
authored a 200-page, full-color cookbook printed by Pacific
Press. Profits from the sale of this first edition go to
Lighthouse.  Eric Aakko, MCHES, is a certified, plant-based,
chef educator. The book is available for $24.95 at the Denver
ABC, Eric's website www.speakingwellness.com or Old
Firehouse Books in Fort Collins. It features gluten-free, oil-
free, plant-based recipes.

Golden Church »   A New Year's Eve Communion
Service will be held at 4 p.m., December 31. What better way
to end the year than with a communion service? This is your
opportunity to come worship God who sustained you
throughout the year and to place yourself in His hands once
again for the new year. Everybody is invited. Bring a friend!

Mile High Academy Kindergarten Visitation
»   Kindergarten Visitation at Mile High Academy is a great
way for your child to get to know our teachers, meet new
friends, and get to know what a future at MHA means. Join
us from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Thursday, January 11.
Designed especially for any family who has an interest in
MHA and would like to try it out for themselves, families are
encouraged to spend the morning with us at our Open House
to talk about the programs we offer, meet Administration,
discuss the application process, and enjoy a continental
breakfast with us. Your child will want to start school right
away. For any questions about Kindergarten Visitation or the
Open House RSVP to Agape Hammond
at ahammond@milehighacademy.org.

 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Mile High Academy »  MHA has an immediate opening for

http://www.campion.net/warriors-for-campion.html
http://www.speakingwellness.com,/
mailto:ahammond@milehighacademy.org


a PT Accountant (20 hours/week, Monday - Friday). The
position reports to the Director of Finance, completing job
duties such as check disbursements, reconciliations and
billings. For more information regarding job duties,
expectations and how to apply, visit the job posting at
http://www.rmcsda.org/hr-accountant.

  NOW AVAILABLE ON THE WEB

NewsNuggets Archive Now Online »
 The NewsNuggets archive is now online, and can be found
at https://www-rmcsda-org.netadvent.org/newsnuggets-
archive.

FROM THE EDITOR

We want to share your news --  Change is a part of the
communication age. With online media experiencing
constant evolution, the NewsNuggets is also experiencing an
increased access from our readers and contributors. We will
continue to encourage news sharing from our churches,
institutions, and individual church members.
   In order to make our eNewsletter accommodate an
increased volume of announcements, our editorial work
proposes to present information in a more efficient approach,
ensuring that all timely promotions and announcements be
included in a weekly, Friday release
of NewsNuggets. Submission deadline for stories, news,
and announcements is at noon on every Wednesday.
Please send all your submissions to
nuggets@rmcsda.org.
   Thank you for your contribution, but also comments,
as NewsNuggets continues to serve the church in an efficient
and effective way.
   We are inviting all correspondents and contributors to
follow a general Adventist News Network Style Guide,
including glossary. For guidelines,
see:http://news.adventist.org/styleguide/
--Editor 

Share the News Nuggets with your congregation »   Add
a note to your church bulletin or newsletter with the following
URL: www.bit.ly/RMCnews
    Members can follow the link to sign up for weekly news
and to keep up-to-date on what's happening around the
Rocky Mountain Conference.
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